
Closing Concert
Sunday June 24, 1:30PM

Mayo Civic Center Arena
30 Civic Center Drive SE

Rochester, Minnesota
Free and Open to the public.  

Audience will be encouraged to 
bring a food or cash donation to the 
regional Food Shelf Service Project.

RINGERS AND DIRECTORS: $220 per person

The fee includes ALL Festival activities (classes, concerts, massed rehearsals), 1 dinner, 2 lunches, a Festival T-
shirt and a commemorative Festival pin. Additional fees apply for craft class(es) and participation in either of the 
two Specialty Choirs: Bronze Plus or Conference Choir.

NON-RINGERS and CHAPERONES: $160 per person

Non-ringers are typically spouses of ringers and directors. The fee includes 1 dinner, 2 lunches, a Festival T-shirt, 
commemorative Festival pin and admission to all Festival concerts. No classes are included in this fee.

DAILY RATE: 

$120 Friday only, includes up to 4 classes, plated dinner and one ticket to the Raleigh Ringers Showcase concert.

$100 Saturday only, includes 5 classes, lunch and one ticket to the 5:40 concert of the two Specialty Choirs: 
Conference Choir and Bronze Plus.

$190 Both Friday and Saturday, includes all the above listed daily rate benefits. 

Registration must be submitted online and $30 per person deposit paid by April 1, 2018.

Final payments are due by May 1st.  See the Cancellation Policy elsewhere in this packet.

Use the separate REGISTRATION PACKET at this link:  Area 7 Festival REGISTRATION Link for online registering. 
Payments can be made by check or credit card (with the processing fees paid by the registrant).

Online Registrations can commence February 15, 2018

April 1st: Deadline for initial 
registration online submission and 

$30 deposits paid.

May 1st: All payments due.
Registration website: Area 7 

Festival REGISTRATION Link

Registration fee: $220 per 
participant (ringers and directors). 

$160 for chaperones and non-
ringers. Daily rates are available 

also. 

APPLY FOR A CLISTA WOOD 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

See Page 7

The 2018 Area 7 Festival Conference will be held Friday, June 22 through Sunday, June 24 at the newly remodeled and 
expanded MAYO CIVIC CENTER in Rochester, Minnesota.

This year’s Festival theme is “REDISCOVER”. In the handbell community that can mean many things. 

REDISCOVER:

FELLOW RINGERS from afar that you haven’t seen since the last Festival – and meet new ones!

RINGING TECHNIQUES. It’s easy to fall into the mindset that the more years we ring, the more we think we know it 
all and perhaps become complacent. Guess what…..  

REPERTOIRE. As much as we love the new compositions that come out each year, we can’t forget about the oldies 
that are the backbone and remain the favorites of our community. 

Our REDISCOVER clinicians are Lee Afdahl and David Harris, with Paul Kingsbury conducting the Conference Choir. 
Learn more about them on the next page. 

The Showcase Choir is The Raleigh Ringers under the direction of David Harris. They will present a 90 minute concert on 
Friday night. All their “bells and whistles” and their expert ringing will certainly spark a desire to REDISCOVER the 
potential of your own ensemble. Find more information on The Raleigh Ringers’ Showcase Concert elsewhere in this 
packet.
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JJ Jewelers. December 20, 2011

Clinician Information
LEE AFDAHL

Festival Clinician – Copper Level and Massed, conductor of the Bronze Plus Specialty Choir.

Lee J. Afdahl is the Director of Music and Organist of First Presbyterian Church of Rochester, Minnesota, 
a position he has held since 1991.   A graduate of Luther College, Decorah, IA, Lee is a church musician 
with forty years of experience in leading active programs of choral and handbell ensembles in Michigan 
and Minnesota.   Currently he and his part time music assistant are responsible for leading four vocal and 
three handbell choirs, an elementary instrumental program, a church orchestra, and he advises the 
church’s annual concert series.   

Lee Afdahl is frequently a conductor and clinician for handbell conferences, choral workshops, and church 
music conferences internationally.  He has conducted festival conferences for the Handbell Musicians of 
America at the local, area, and national levels, for handbell classes of American Guild of Organists, 
Fellowship of United Methodists, Presbyterian Association of Musicians, and international handbell events 
in England, Japan, South Korea, and Australia.   Mr. Afdahl has served the Handbell Musicians of America 
as Michigan Chair for Area 5, Chair of Area 7, and is a Past President of the national board of the 
organization.  He represented the organization as a conductor at the International Handbell Symposia in 
Adelaide, Australia in 1994, Liverpool, UK in 2012 and Jeju, South Korea in 2014.  Lee has taught 
intermediate and advanced conducting for HMA Seminars, and currently teaches conducting for 
certification for HMA.   Lee is an active organ recitalist and published composer and arranger of handbell, 
instrumental, and choral music with over seventy compositions and arrangements in print.

DAVID HARRIS

Festival Clinician – Bronze Level and Massed, Faculty, Showcase Choir Conductor 

David M. Harris has been the director of The Raleigh Ringers since January 1990, when he was 
instrumental in the formation of the group.  David studied music while earning a degree in computer 
science at the Pennsylvania State University and has received private instruction in conducting from Dr. 
William A. Payn of Bucknell University. David was the director of the handbell program at Hudson 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, and has served Handbell Musicians of America (formerly the American 
Guild of English Handbell Ringers -AGEHR) as North Carolina State Chairman and as Area III Treasurer. 
He chaired the national committee that planned the very first Community/ Professional Handbell Choir 
event, Pinnacle 2000, which was held in Las Vegas, Nevada.  David is in increasing demand as a clinician and 
guest conductor, and has led several national Handbell Musicians of America events as well as serving as 
the primary handbell clinician for denominational music events, such as those held at Montreat, Lake 
Junaluska and Lutheridge. After growing up in the Northeast, David moved to Raleigh with his wife, 
Kristina. Dave and Kris have three children: Daniel, Kate, and Jennifer. 

PAUL KINGSBURY

Clinician for the Conference Choir Specialty Choir.

Paul Kingsbury is the director of the Rochester Area Handbells (RAH!) community bell ensemble.  He is 
also a 20-year veteran of the Bay View Week of Handbells, where he acts as "Pit Captain" leading a team 
of ringers covering bells and chimes from G1 to B3.  When it comes to bell music, he is especially 
interested in exploring the tonal colors available in this instrument.  Paul has been fortunate enough to 
work closely with some of the handbell world's great directors including William Griffin, Donald Allured, 
and Fred Gramann, and strives to incorporate into his own direction the lessons he has learned from 
these teachers.  Paul lives in Rochester with his wife, toddler son, and a largely unsuccessful vegetable 
garden.
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General Schedule
Thursday – June 21, 2018

Noon-9 pm Area 7 Board Members set up classrooms and 
ringing Arena.

7:00 pm IN CONCERT: Rochester Area Handbells, “It’s 
About Time”, directed by Paul Kingsbury

 Zumbro Lutheran Church, 624 3rd Ave SW, 
Rochester. Freewill offering.

Friday – June 22, 2018
8:00 – 3:00 Registration
8:00 – 12:00 CERTIFICATION CLASS *: Ringing Techniques 

Level 1
11:00 -  3:30 HIC vendors open and Silent Auction
9:00 – 12:00 Rehearsal: Bronze Plus Specialty Choir ringers 

only
9:00 – 12:00 Rehearsal: Conference Choir Specialty Choir 

ringers only
11:30 – 3:30 CERTIFICATION CLASS *: Bells in Worship
12:00 – 1:00 Lunch on your own
12:00 – 12:30 LISTEN TO THE ROCHESTER CARILLON * – 

Peace Plaza.
1:00 – 2:10 Class(es) and Reading Sessions 
2:20 – 3:30 Class(es) and Reading Sessions 
2:20 – 3:30 Directors and Leadership Tea *

      * Find important information on these events 
elsewhere in the Packet.

2:20 – 3:30 Rehearsal: Bronze Plus Specialty Choir
3:40 – 4:50 Rehearsal: MASSED – all Festival registrants
5:00 – 5:45 Dinner, provided. Festival Opening Bell
6:00 – 7:10 Rehearsal: MASSED and Mini-Concert #1
7:30 – 9:00 SHOWCASE CONCERT with THE RALEIGH 

RINGERS
9:00 Retreat to your hotel.

Saturday – June 23, 2018
Before 8:40 Breakfast on your own
8:30 – 12:20 HIC vendors open and Silent Auction
9:00 – 10:10 Rehearsal: COPPERS Classes: BRONZE
10:20 – 11:30 Rehearsal: BRONZE Classes: COPPERS

 Rehearsal: CONFERENCE CHOIR Specialty 
Choir

11:30 – 12:15 Lunch, provided. 
 Silent Auction bidding closes at 3:00PM.

12:20 – 1:30 MASSED REHEARSAL and Mini-Concert #2
1:30 – 4:20 HIC vendors open. 
1:40 – 2:50 Rehearsal: BRONZE PLUS Specialty Choir 

 Classes: Both COPPERS and BRONZE
3:00 – 4:10 Rehearsal: COPPERS Classes: BRONZE
4:20 – 5:30 Rehearsal: BRONZE Classes: COPPERS

 Rehearsal: CONFERENCE CHOIR Specialty 
Choir

5:40 – 6:25 Concert of the Specialty Choirs: CONFERENCE 
CHOIR & BRONZE PLUS

6:30 Dinner and evening on your own. 

Sunday – June 24, 2018
Before 7:20 Breakfast on your own.
8:00 – 8:45 Worship
9:00 – 11:00 Pickup Silent Auction winnings.
9:00 – 11:50 Final Run-throughs – Both Divisions

 and Massed
12:00 – 1:00 Lunch – provided
1:30 Festival Closing Concert and Closing Bell. Free & 

Open to the Public
2:30 Pack up and chat about all your memories as you 

travel safely home.

Ringers in the COPPERS Division can proficiently play Level 3 to 4 
repertoire.

Ringers in the BRONZE Division can proficiently play Level 4 to 5 
repertoire.

MASSED ringers are the combination of the COPPERS and BRONZE 
divisions.

Every participant must register for a ringing division. Every participant will 
also ring all the MASSED pieces. You are responsible for purchasing and 
rehearsing your own music PRIOR to the Festival. 

A repertoire list is located elsewhere in this document. It is not advisable, 
but if you have ringers in more than one division, they can NOT share the 
same bells between multiple divisions. However, you MAY split your bell 
set between divisions.

Links to sound files for the Festival repertoire are posted on the Festival 
registration site.

Make sure you download the DIRECTOR’S REHEARSAL NOTES for 
important information.

Chaperones
• The Area 7 Handbell Festival Conference is typically comprised of 

adults. However at the discretion of the choir director, participants 
may be as young as a high school freshman. Anyone under the age of 
18 must be chaperoned.

• One adult (age 21+) must be present for every 6 ringers under 18.

• Directors cannot register as chaperones.

• Chaperones must meet briefly at the beginning of the Festival 
Conference to learn expectations, emergency and disciplinary 
procedures.

• If you are a chaperone and wish to attend classes and/or plan to ring, 
you must register as a ringer, at the ringer rate. Register as a 
chaperone if you do not wish to attend Festival classes.

• Area 7 adheres to the Youth Protection Policy adopted by the 
Handbell Musicians of America. 

A copy of this Policy is available from the Area 7 Chairperson.

Ringing Divisions

Individuals/small groups:

Attending the Festival alone, or with only a couple ringers? Consider 
registering as an “Orphan” ringer/choir. You will be assigned to a foster choir 
within your ringing division.

Foster Choirs:

If there are open positions within your choir and you would be willing to 
have them be filled by “orphan ringers,” please complete the appropriate 
blanks on the online registration form.

NOTE:   If you wish to attend as an Orphan ringer but do NOT want to be 
placed in a Foster Choir, you must register as a ‘group’ and bring 
your own bell equipment and foam. Rental tables will be available.

Orphan Ringers and Foster Choirs

What is HIC?
Pronounced H-I-C, it stands for Handbell Industry Council. Guild accredited HIC vendors 
provide a variety of music and handbell related items for sale. The HIC exhibits are open 
multiple times throughout the Festival Conference, conveniently located and staged with chairs, 
tables, and concessions.  A great place to hang out and shop often! Shopping hours include: 
Friday 11:00-3:30PM, Saturday 8:30-12:20, Saturday 1:30-4:20PM.
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I Can Carry A Tun-a”  
Area 7 Service Project – Food Drive

Channel 1 Regionial Foodbank and Area 7 are teaming up to 
collect food for our neighbors in need.

Let’s reach out with “Helping Hands From handbells” to serve 
those in our community who can use food assistance this summer.
You are invited to bring a food or monetary donation for the 
Foodbank to Festival.

The most needed items include:

• PROTEIN (canned tuna, chicken, ham, peanut butter, 
canned/dried beans)

• FRUITS/VEGETABLES – canned
• COMPLETE MEALS – non-perishable, non-frozen 

boxed meals, hearty soups
• GRAINS – rice, pasta
• COOKING BASICS – flour, sugar, oil
• SPECIAL DIETARY FOODS – gluten-free, low-sugar, 

low-sodium
• MONEY – Every $1 donated allows Channel One 

Regional Food Bank to provide enough food for four 
(4) meals.

As you pack up your vehicle to attend Festival, make a point of 
“Carrying A Tun-a” or other food/monetary donation along with 
you – let’s make a difference for families in need this summer!

The community audience attending the Festival Closing Concert on 
Sunday, June 24 will be encouraged to bring items and/or cash 
donations as well.

Mini-Concerts and Pop-up Concerts
Mini-Concerts
Show us your stuff! Sign-up to perform one piece in one of two Mini-Concerts. (Restricted to one performance per 
registration number.)

The Mini-Concerts will be performed in the Massed Ringing Arena, from your position on the ringing floor. 
Hopefully this will be a viable solution to the logistical issue of having to move your equipment to and from another 
performance area.

Choirs of all skill levels are welcome to share, as well as soloists and small ensembles. 
One or two ringers short at concert time? Contact an Area Board member to help you find a sub.

Pop-up Concerts
If all the slots fill up for the Mini-Concerts yet more people wish to perform, there will be opportunities to do so 
during the new Pop-up Concerts staged in the HIC/lounge area. 

Free Time Options

For Saturday night, after the 5:30-6:30 pm concert

Saturday night is your free time, giving you the opportunity to discover or 
REDISCOVER the Rochester social scene.

Independent Option
Customize your own outing with your choir, using the online Rochester Visitor 
Guide Rochester Visitor Guide
Book your Saturday dinner reservations early – even before you arrive in town, if 
possible.

Group Option 
The Area Board will not be formulating a Group Option based on lack of interest 
in past years. 

If you wish to connect with others and meet new friends who have not made 
plans, see the Area Help Desk on Saturday before the first class.

RochesterFEST, celebrating the city of Rochester and southeastern Minnesota 
through a variety of wholesome, entertaining community events. Live musical 
performances and fair food. Located in Soldier’s Field Park, just a few blocks 
south of the Kahler Grand Hotel. Closes at 9:00 pm.

Before arriving in June, download the Rochester Visitor Guide and map at this 
link: Rochester Visitor Guide   Here are a few ideas.

For Thursday night, if arriving early.

 Local restaurant & social scene, one of many Plazas.
7:00 pm  IN CONCERT: Rochester Area Handbells, “It’s About Time”, 

directed by Paul Kingsbury
 Zumbro Lutheran Church, 624 3rd Ave SW, Rochester. 
 Just a few blocks south of the Kahler Grand Hotel.  Freewill 

offering.

For Friday noon, if arriving early.  

12:00 – 12:30 pm Have lunch outside, enjoying the sound of the Rochester 
Carillon.  

Atop the Plummer Building is the 56-bell musical instrument, one of the largest 
of its kind and the only located at a medical center. Best heard from the 
Annenberg or Peace Plazas, bells are played every Friday at noon and 4:45, among 
many other times. 
Link to Rochester Carillon Information

Festival Conference Service Project
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T-Shirt Size Guidelines
The official 2018 Festival T-shirt color is “teal” and is to be worn only for the 
Festival closing concert on Sunday.  Any color pant can be worn.

Not sure what size T-shirt you wear? Here’s a size-chart to help you out. Take 
a T-shirt you have at home that fits comfortably, and compare its 
measurements to the measurements at the [left/below].  Please note, our 
vendor only supplied samples in the most common sizes…but other sizes ARE 
available.

The shirts are 100% cotton and pre-shrunk.  When in doubt, round UP one 
size. We want everyone comfortable for the closing concert. 

We do NOT order extra T-shirts. Please order the right size for you!

Available Sizes:
YOUTH Small, Medium, Large
ADULT Small: Width 17.5”, Length 27”
ADULT Med.: Width 19.5”, Length 27.5”
ADULT Large: Width 21.5”, Length 29”
ADULT XL: Width 24”, Length 29.5”
ADULT 2XL: Width 26”, Length 30”
ADULT 3XL, 4XL

Each Festival attendee will receive one Festival T-shirt as part of their 
registration fee. To outfit members of your choir who are NOT attending the 
Festival, additional T-shirts can be ordered for $12 each through the 
registration process. 

Silent Auction
We will again be sponsoring a Silent Auction in the HIC area. The proceeds of 
the Silent Auction will go to the Handbell Musicians of American Area 7 Clista 
Wood Memorial Scholarship Fund.

This scholarship fund awards at least one scholarship for each Area 7 event. 
More scholarships will be awarded as this fund increases.

Festival participants are encouraged to consider donating something to the 
Silent Auction. This may be a bell or music related item, but other donations 
are also welcome. Donations can be made either personally or by a choir or 
organization.
Past donations have included movie gift baskets, craft items, spa products, gift 
certificate, etc. Use your imagination. Please no home baked food items.

To donate to this year’s auction, please email the Silent Auction Coordinator.

Bring your donations to the Registration Desk on Friday, June 22. Bidding on 
items can be done during these hours: Friday 11:00-3:30, Saturday 8:30-3:00. 
The winner’s names will be posted at the Area Help Desk and items can be 
paid for and picked up on Sunday 9:00-11:00 am.

Hotel Information
The official hotel of the Area 7 Festival Conference is the Kahler Grand Hotel, 
20 SW 2nd Avenue, Rochester, Minnesota. From the Kahler Grand, you can 
either walk outside to the Mayo Civic Center, or take the indoor skyway. 
Either way, it’s only a short 8-minute walk.

The discounted hotel rate is $109 per night. With fees and taxes, the daily rate 
is $126. $126/night for either 2 Double beds or one King. Each room has a 
fridge, a microwave and free internet access.

NOTE:  Reservations
AFTER FEBRUARY 15, 2018 AND BEFORE MAY 15, 2018
You are responsible for making your own hotel reservations using only this 
link:  Handbell Festival Conference, Area 7 Hotel Reservations

The hotel has three restaurants, A Starbucks coffee shop, Dunkin’ Donuts, 
indoor rooftop pool with glass ceiling and hot tub. Easy access to the Grand 
Shops. Check-in 4:00PM, Check-out 11:00AM

Parking
At the Hotel:   A discounted rate for our event is $8.00 per day. Make sure 
you get a special card at the Kahler Grand Registration Desk.

At the Mayo Civic Center RAMP:   A discounted rate for our event is $8.00 per 
day for Thursday and Friday. On Saturday and Sunday, the parking rate at 
this ramp is FREE. On Sunday, you may wish to check out of your room and 
drive to this Ramp, giving you quicker load-out access.

Load In – Load Out of the Mayo Civic Center
All unloading and loading of your equipment must be done at the Center’s 
main entrance, a cut out drive/stop off 3rd Avenue & Civic Center Drive. This 
is just a ‘quick-stop’ cut out lane so as to not block traffic. There is a small 
ramp and carts available for use. You will proceed through the carpeted lobby 
to the Arena. No loading dock access is allowed due to security reasons. 
Unload your cart as quickly as possible and return it to the main door for 
others to use. 

While others in your group quickly unload your vehicle(s), send one 
representative to the Registration Desk to pick up your group’s bag of Festival 
goodies. You will need your Registration Number that you received when you 
registered online.

After the closing concert, pack up all your equipment and leave when you’re 
ready. Civic Center carts will be in the Arena hallway. Devise your own system 
among your group to quickly load your vehicle from the same set of doors and 
quickly return the carts to the Arena for others to use.  Do not block traffic.

Is Your Foam Getting Old?
Foam will be available for purchase again this year. Foam is available in 
30”x36”x4” and will be used in classrooms during the Festival.  You can pick up 
what you ordered on Sunday morning. Price is $30 per sheet and must be pre-
ordered through the registration process. If you need a different size, contact 
the Registrar for availability and prices.

We need Bells & Chimes & Foam for Festival Classes
If you know of an organization not attending the Festival but who may be 
willing to loan their bells and equipment for classroom purposes, please 
contact the Registrar: Area	7	REGISTRAR.		All borrowed equipment is covered 
by the Guild insurance.

Hydration
It is very important to keep your body hydrated throughout all the Festival 
activities. Please bring your own refillable water bottle for use during the 
Festival. There are a few water fountains available for refilling your bottle.

What to Bring
Copyrighted music for your division and all massed pieces, music binders, 
binder/music stands (if desired), handbells, handchimes, mallets, singing bell 
sticks, cleaning cloths, handbell tool kit, gloves, tables (unless you’re renting 
them), foam, foam coverings, pencils, notebook for class notes, floor cushions 
like foam or carpet squares to stand on.

Wear comfortable shoes and dress in layers.

Be aware of the requirements for each class you attend. Some may require you 
to bring your own mallets, etc. GLOVES MUST BE WORN WHEN 
ATTENDING RINGING CLASSES, USING BORROWED EQUIPMENT.

Stay Connected – Wi-Fi
There is free access to the Wi-fi network in the Arena, the Mayo Civic Center, 
and each hotel room.
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Title Composer/Arranger Publisher Pub. Code Octaves Level Info

Conference Choir Repertoire-Conducted by Paul Kingsbury

It Don’t Mean a Thing (If It 
Ain’t Got That Swing)

Hart Morris From the Top FM20424HB 5-6 5

Praise the Lord with Drums 
and Cymbals

Andrea Handley Lorenz AG37009 3-7 4

Sojourner’s Prayer Karen Buckwalter AGEHR AGEHR TBD 3-6 3 This piece was commissioned by Area 
7 to honor Past Chair Darcy Reich’s 
service to the Area, and to those 
Board members who served during 
her term. This piece will be debuted 
at this Festival. It will also become 
one of the massed pieces at the 2018 
Festival.

Clog Dance Robin Benton Flagstaff FLHB698 4-5 3+ https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BT9naCq0fdE 

Nightnoise Sondra Tucker Casa Publications CSHB023 4

From Peril to Peace to Joy Lee Afdahl From the Top 20545 5-7 oct HB
3 oct HC

3

Bronze Plus-Conducted by Lee Afdahl

Specialty Choirs and Performance 
Conference Choir
Conductor: Paul Kingsbury
Additional Fee: $30

Includes: Concert T-shirt (color: Maroon) and all Conference Choir music.
Individuals looking for additional ringing opportunities may choose to be in this unique choir. Rehearsals will start 9:00AM Friday and will perform in the Saturday 5:40PM concert. 
Application is required for participation. Application deadline is April 1st. You must be registered for the Festival before applying.
Registration for this choir is limited to 24 people. 

Bronze Plus
Conductor: Lee Afdahl
Additional Fee: $40

Includes: Concert polo shirt (color: Forest Green) and all Bronze Plus music.
Applicants must ring Level 5 music proficiently. Submit application by April 1st. This choir will start rehearsing Friday morning and perform in the Saturday afternoon concert. You 
must be registered for the Festival before applying.
Registration for this choir is limited to 13 people. 

You will receive correspondence from the Specialty Choir Coordinator with registration status, and ringing position, if accepted. Music will be mailed to you by May 1st.

Certification Classes
The Handbell Musicians of America (Guild) Certification program is a comprehensive 
curriculum designed to provide training and experience at all levels to handbell musicians.  
The study areas are:

• Music Theory
• Handbell Techniques
• Conducting
• Arranging and Composing
• Handbell History (Now available online)
• Electives

There are three levels of Certification. 

Two Certification classes are being offered at this Festival on Friday, June 22. Any 
registrant can attend one or both of the 4 hour classes. If you wish either of these classes 
to count towards your Certification goals, you must register/enroll with the Guild office 
at this link: Guild Certification Program Details. 

Additional details about the national Certification Program can also be found at this link.
You will need to enter a Guild membership number to enroll.  A Guild member can be 
your own or as a ringer in a Guild Member organization, like a church, school, etc.

Class Registration
At the end of this document you will find a list of the Festival classes offered and the 
faculty. 

A separate REGISTRATION PACKET will soon be available online guiding you through 
the registration process. 

You must know your Handbell Musicians of America Membership Number before 
beginning the process. Your membership number can be found in a variety of places: on 
your renewal form, or on the mailing label of your Overtones magazine, or online at 
Handbell Musicians of America website after you login.

During that process, you will be designating:

• The names of your ringers,
• T-shirt sizes, 
• Class choices for each attendee,
• If you want to rent tables at the Arena, 
• If anyone in your group wishes to participate in one of the two 

Specialty Choirs: Conference Choir or Bronze Plus,
• If you wish to purchase foam,
• If you have any open positions in your choir and would be willing to 

foster an orphan ringer who is attending without a choir.

Worship TimeDirector and Leadership Tea
If you are a member of the Guild, the director of your participating choir, or the 
designated leader of those attending, you are invited to a Leadership Tea Friday 
afternoon at 2:20PM, right before the first Massed rehearsal. The latest news and the 
State of the Area will be presented, with the opportunity for questions and 
discussion … all while enjoying a delightful snack  You must register for this as a 
‘class’.

8:00AM Sunday morning is a special time at Festivals. It is a time to be fed spiritually 
with song and Word.  HENNEPIN CHIME, under the direction of Bill Mathis will lead 
this service, with a local clergy providing a short homily. 
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Title Composer/Arranger Publisher Pub. Code Octaves Level Info

MASSED – conducting split between Festival clinicians

COPPERS – conducted by Lee Afdahl

Toccata on King’s Weston Matthew Compton Agape HP2767 3-6 oct HB
2 oct HC

3+

Fantasy on an Irish Tune Arnold Sherman AGEHR AG36058 3-6 oct HB
3-6 oct HC

3+ With flute and percussion (boudran 
or hand drum)

Music of the Spheres Kevin McChesney Beckenhorst Press HB168A-
handbell 
HB168-full 

3-6 4 Optional organ and brass

Passion Prophecy Cathy Moklebust Choristers Guild CGB584 3 or 5 3+

For the Beauty of the Earth Brian Childers From the Top 20414HB
20414C- with 

3 or 5
3 oct HC

3 Flute or C-instrument, percussion, 
wind chimes, rain stick 

How Can I Keep From Singing Cathy Moklebust Agape 2693 3-5
2-3 oct HC

3 With singing bell

Capriccio Kevin McChesney AGEHR AG35131 3-5 5

Fantasia Misterioso Cathy Moklebust Choristers CGB707
CGB708

4-7 4 With reproducible percussion parts in 
Full Score #CGB707 chime tree, 
finger cymbals, tambourine, tenor 
drum

BRONZE – conducted by David Harris

Festival Repertoire 

Copyright Policy
Registration Payment and Cancellation Policy Area 7 Handbell Musicians of America respects copyright laws and 

will strictly enforce them during all Area-sponsored events. The use 
of photocopied music is NOT allowed unless written permission 
from the copyright holder accompanies each photocopy. This 
includes all music played in massed concerts, mini-concerts, and 
classes.

Arrangements of music not in the public domain are also illegal 
unless the copyright holder grants permission. Area 7 Handbell 
Musicians of America expects all Festival Conference participants to 
cooperate to protect The Guild, as well as individuals and their 
respective organizations from legal action.

Aligning with the Event Policy of the national Handbell Musicians of 
America Guild, refunds will be made for Festival Conference 
registration cancellations received in writing or by email to the 
Registrar until May 15, 2018, less a $75 administrative fee per 
cancelled registrant. Cancellations made after May 15 for any reason 
(including medical issues, family emergencies, etc.) are not refundable. 

If you have a registered participant drop out of your registration, you 
are welcome to substitute a new ringer to take their place. Notify the 
registrar before May 15th, include any necessary shirt size changes.
If a registrant has paid for a Specialty Choir or a craft class, but the 
class size exceeded the maximum limit, Area 7 will refund those 
special fees in full. 

DEADLINES:

By April 1, 2018 $30 per person deposit due, with classes selected 
and T-shirt sizes

By May 1, 2018 Balance of all registration fees due. 
 Changes can be made online to your roster, T-

shirt size, and class selection through May 15th. 

From May 2-15 Requests for Registration cancellation REFUNDS 
must be received by the Registrar, and will be 
honored and paid, less $75 administrative fee per 
person.

May 16 and beyond Cancellations can be made with no refund. Please 
notify the Registrar.

Apply For A Clista Wood
 Memorial Scholarship

The Clista Wood Scholarship Fund was established to provide 
encouragement and assistance to eligible individuals to attend an 
Area 7 ringing event. For details, forms and deadlines, visit this link:  
Area 7 Scholarships Available. Scholarship application deadline is 
May 1st.

Medical Allergies – Food & Scents
There will be an opportunity during the registration process to 
indicate any food allergies your group members may have. Every 
effort will be made by the Festival caterers to provide alternatives.

To make our time together enjoyable for all, please refrain from 
wearing any scents, like perfumes or after shave lotion, scented 
hand lotion, etc.
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Showcase Concert

THE RALEIGH RINGERS present the Showcase Concert on Friday, June 22, 2018 at 7:30 PM.

Mayo Civic Center Performance Hall – north lobby entrance, Rochester

Concert is free to Festival registrants, and open to the public with $15 ticket sales at the door.

The Raleigh Ringers is an internationally acclaimed concert handbell choir based in Raleigh, North Carolina. Since 
its founding in 1990, The Raleigh Ringers has been dazzling audiences with unique interpretations of sacred, secular 
and popular music, including famous rock 'n' roll tunes arranged just for handbells. 

Under the direction of David M. Harris, The Raleigh Ringers has performed in 39 US States and the District of 
Columbia, in several cities in France, in Canada, live on the nationally syndicated “Bob and Tom Show” radio show, 
and on the “Hour of Power” at the Crystal Cathedral in California. 

In addition to six albums on compact disc, The Raleigh Ringers has released two full holiday concert videos available 
on DVD and Blu-ray. Two one-hour concert specials were created from the first DVD and broadcast on over 250 
American Public Television stations in in 45 states. A new one-hour holiday concert special from the second DVD 
aired over 400 times in 38 states in its first year of national distribution. 

The Raleigh Ringers sponsors two annual handbell festivals (one geared for youth and one for adults), a professional 
performance event (Virtuoso), workshops, classes, and reading sessions in Raleigh throughout the year. 

The Raleigh Ringers promotes the art of handbell ringing by: 
• Presenting entertaining performances of advanced handbell music to the 

widest possible audience; 
• Commissioning composers to create works for advanced handbell choirs; 
• Supporting and encouraging fellow handbell musicians; 
• Offering educational opportunities through classes and event 

sponsorship. 

The Raleigh Ringers performs on one of the most extensive collections of bells and bell-like instruments owned by 
any handbell ensemble in the world. The Raleigh Ringers has made a significant impact on the world’s handbell 
music repertoire by commissioning more than 125 compositions and arrangements for handbells.

In 2007 The Raleigh Ringers was honored to be selected as one of six recipients of the City of Raleigh’s “Medal of 
Arts” award. This award is bestowed each year to groups or individuals from Raleigh that have made exemplary 
contributions to the arts community. 
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Bells on a Stick  – Karen Van Wert

Better Notes Make Better Ringers – Jeni Jonett

CERTIFICATION: After the Prelude – the Creative Use of Handbells in Worship – Bill Mathis

CERTIFICATION: Ringing Techniques Level 1 – Karen Van Wert

Change Ringing, Introduction to – The Raleigh Ringers

Comprehensive Mallet Techniques – Timothy O’Grady

Conducting Basics for Ringers & Directors – Cathy Moklebust

Craft Class – Kumihimo Braided Bracelet – Karen Van Wert

Directors Roundtable – David Harris

Ensemble Ringing – Darin & Krista Riedel

Joys of Collaborative Ringing, The – Dave Tidball

Maintenance, Handbells – Monica McGowan

Maintenance, Handchimes – Monica McGowan

Meet the Raleigh Ringers 

Moving for Health (Yoga for Bells) – Mary Anne Young

No Conductor? No Problem! – Amy Maakestad

Percussion Instruments Used in Handbell Music – Cathy Moklebust

Petting Zoo – The Raleigh Ringers

Reading Session – Handbell Gems to REDISCOVER Parts 1 & 2 – Carolynne Mathis

Reading Session – Handbell Music Using Percussion Instruments– Cathy Moklebust

Rhythm Games (Before the Bells, Musical Games that Teach) – Darin Riedel

Showmanship & Stage Presence – David Harris

Situational Awareness – Monica McGowan

Techniques A-Z for All Positions – The Raleigh Ringers

FESTIVAL CONFERENCE CLASSES & FACULTY
Class descriptions will appear in the Registration Packet
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